PETITION 


FOR THE 


PRELATES 


BRIEFLY EXAMINED. 


V Vherein you have theſe pleas for 


Przxlacy,diſcuſlcd, and anſwered, 


L I. Thepretended Antiquity of Prelacy; 

A 2. The quality of ſome men who have bin Prelates, as Mare 

| tyrs and Champions for the Truth, 

3» The pretended peaceable and proſperous times we haue had 
under Pralaticall Government. 

4+ The offence that many are [aid,will take,at the aboliſhing 
of it, 

$o The pretended univerſall prattiſe of the Chriſtian worl2, 

6, The pretended ſutableneſſe of it to the policy of this State. 

| 7. The pretended diſagreeing of ſuch,who defire another Go« 

( vernment, fag. i 

8.The continuance of it for many Ages without any alteration. 

| :9. Severall arguments to ſhew the vnlawſulneſſe of Prelacy, 


PHFuEBCS— A en ODOT 9 2 RTE 


X \Q ; 2or6 Ex0o»DÞ. 21,5,6. C = 3 

Q F Tfthe ſervant hall ſay,I love my Maſter,I will not + - © / ® 

\ * ,©'go0e out free : be x Maſter ſhall bring himto the | = 7 7 j 
F- :? *dore-poſt, and ſhall bore his Eare through withan & - -- Fe 


Y 
\ 


th I: Awlczand he ſhall ſerve him for ver, 
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LOAD 7 rl ſeeme nothing ſtrange , that a- 
ICY midſt ſo many Petitions agaiſt 
PI Prelacy, from all the parts of the 

> Kingdome, ſome one ſhould ſet 
 forth,aund appeare for it 3 if we con- 

frder, how many Papiſts and Popilhly-affeted 
for many yeares found peace and eaſe Under the 
ſhaddow thereof; How many members of the Pre- 
laticall Hierarchy doe feele their Foundations 
ſhaken, and their Hopes Laſted ; How many 
Worldly-men doe feare the yoke of Chriſt , and 
ſhanne to be brought Under the obedience of the 
Goſpell ; eAnd bow many there be that aremiſta- 
ker with the concett of the external pompe and glo- 
2” the Church , of the Governing of the Church 
y the rules of hamane-policy , and of the dan- 


gers which may enſue upon alterations. Wee know 


that even Baal had the men of the City who pleaded 
for him + That curſed Tericho found favour with 
Hiel the Bethelite : That mazy cryed out, you iS 
Diana 3 4a#d that the ruine of Babylon,although a 
matter of Halelujah to the godly, who finde 1# her 
the Loud of Prophets,and of Sawits,ts benailed and 
lamented by the Marchants of the Earth,and ſuch 
A 23 | as 


Xie ES... —-. 
as have lrved deliciouſly with her.The Prelacy was 
of late growne to ſuch Greatneſſe in this Kingdome, 
that it were a wonder, if it Fl 


worderif at this opportanity,tt ſhould not fall. wee 
doe for our parts fide our ſelves bound , both to 
ware, and call upon all men to be wiſe, and to 06- 
ſerve the wonderfull worke of God, leſt happily they 
be found fighting againſt God. and _—— 
flumbling blocks out of the way, that the weake bee 
ot hindered or diſcouraged tnpraying and peti- 
tioning for a Reformation , which us all that is 
aimed at, in theſe following yages. | 
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ould not find ſome to. 
up-hold tt 3, and yet to ſuch Tuſolencythat it were 4. 


—_— 


EREERTETEESENED, 


SAC CELOEE ZOE LAOCE2GAEC ? 
THE 


PRELATICALL 


PETFTFOX. 


L TO. THR 


HONOR ABLE 


THE 
Kmehts, Citizens, &#c, 


The humble Petition of, gc. 


HuMBLY $5 HEVVETH- 

YAH a T whereas: there bath of 
SS. late 2. Petition ſubſcribed by 

many (-who pretend to be 

Inhabirants of this City ) bin 
delivered, received,and read in this HONOR A» 
BLE Houſe againſ the ancient; preſent,and by 
Law cſtabliſhed GCovcrament of the 
Church,and that nor ſo much for the Re- 
farmation of Biſhops, as for the utter ſub+ 


yerſion and extirpation of am > it 
 ” RE. {clfc 


Re iira ts 
ſclfe.We whole names beunder written; 
ro ſhew there be many, and thoſe of the 
better ſort of the [nhabirants of this city, 
otherwiſe and better minded, do humb 
repreſent unto this Honourable Houle, 
theſe conſiderations following. 

I, That Epiſcopacy i3 as ancientas 
Chriftianicy ir felfc in this Kingdome, 

[1, That Biſhops werethe chicke mſtru- 
ments in the Reformation of this 
Church againſt Popery, and afterwards 
the molt eminent Mareyrs for the -Prote- 
ſtant Religion,and lirice,the beſt and ableft 
Champions for the defence of it. 

[|]. Thartfince the Reformation,the 
times have bin vcry peaccablc, happy,and 
glorious, notwithitanding Epiſcopall go+ 
verament in the Church, and theretore 
that thisgovernmeat can be no cauſe of 
our unhappineſſc. 

IV- We conceive, that not onely many lear- 
nea,but divers other Godly perſons would 
be much fcandalled and troubled in 
Conſcience, it the government of Epiſcopacy 
concetvea by them to be an Apoſtolicall in- 
ltuution, were altered; and ſince there is ſo much 

car: 


F 


” 


U 


(2) 
ore taken,that no man ſhould bee offinded 
in the leaff Ceremony, we hope there will be 
ſome,that ſuch mens Conſcience may not 
beprefled upon,in a matter ofan higher 
nature andconſequence,eſpecially conſ1- 
dering that this government by Epiſco- 


.tsnotonely Jawfull and convenicnt 
or edification fur likewiſe ſutable and a- 


grecableto the Civill policy andGoycrn- 
meat of this State: 

V, Thatthis goycrament is lawfull, it 
appeares by the immediate, univerſall and 
conſtant prafice ofall the LO World 
grounded ypon Scripture,from the Apoliles 
time to. this laſt Age ; for aboyc 1500, 


_yearer together. It being utterly incredible, 


if not impoſltble, that the whole Church 
for ſolong a time, fhould not diſcover by 
Gods word this government to be unlaws- 
fall,if ic had bin ſo : To which may bce 


' + added, that the moſt learned Proteſtants 


even in thoſe very Churches, which now 
arc not governed by Biſhops , doc nor 
only hold the government by Epiſcopacy 
ro be lawfull, but wiſh that they them-+ 
ſelyes might injoy it, 


Again, 


(4) 

Againe, that the Government by Epiſcopacy, 
is not oncly lawfull, but convenicnt for. 
Edification, or as much,or more condu- 
cing toPicty and deyotion then anyorker 
it appeares, becauſe no mogeſimans denyes that. 
phe primiticve times were moſt famous for Pie- s | 
ty, Conſtancy, and Perſeverance m the Faith, 
notwichſtanding,morefrequent & more | 
cruel| perſecutions, then ewir have beexe 
ſince, and yctitis confeſſed, that the ; 
Church jnthoſetimes was govern'd by 
Biſhops. _ _ dT yooueÞ 

Laltly : That the Government of the 
Church by Epiſcopacyis moR ſurable to 
the frame and form of the Civill goyern- 
ment here inthis wt 7M it appeares : | 
by the happy &flourithing unionof them 
both,for ſo long a time together, wheras 
no man ca give usan aſſurance, how any 

Church government beſides this (wherof \ 
we have had ſo long an expcricnce ), will, 
ſuiteand agree with the Cirvill policy of this 
State : And we cenceive it may be of 
dangeroas conſ:quence, for men of. feiled 2 
Fortunes $0 hazard their eſtates, by making x 
lo great analteration, and venturing . up: 4 

nw On 


Fo. 
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(53 
on a new forme of Government, whercof 
neither we,nor ouranceltors have had any 
eryall,or expcricnce zeſpecially confidering: 
that thoſe, who would have Epilcopacy ro 
be aboliſhed, have not yetagrecd, nor (as 
vwearc verily perſwaded)cver will orcan a- 


| gree upon any other. Common forme of 


government to ſucceed inthe roome of ir, 
as appeares by the many different and con- 
trary draughts , and plarformes they have 
made and publiſhed , according to the ſc- 
yerall hamoars and ſe&s of thoſe that made 
them,vhercas,ſ(ceing cvery great alccration 
in a Church or State, mult needs be dange- 
rous, it 1s juſt and rcaſonable that whoſo- 
ever would introduceanew forme in ſtead 
ofan old one, ſhould be obliged to demon- 
trareand makcit cvidently appeare afore- 
hand : thatthe Goyernmcnt ho would in- 
troduce, is proportionably ſo much better, 
then that he would aboliſh, as may recom- 
pencethelofſe we may ſuftaine, & may be 
worthy of the hazard we maſt run, inabo-' 
liſhing the one, and in introducing and ſet- 
ling of the other. Bur this we areconfident 
will neycr bee done, in regard of this parti- 
cular. 7 =o ___ - And 


(6) 


And therefore our humble and earneſt re- 


queſt to this Honowable bouſe is, thatas well 
ih this conſideration, as all the othcrafore- 
ſaid, we may {till injoy that Governmeat, 
which moſt probably holds its inſticution 
from the Apoſtles, & molt certainly its plan- 
ration with our ' Chriſtian faith it ſelfe in this 
| Kingdome,where it hath cyer {ince flouri- 
ſhed and continued for many ages, without 


any interruption or alteration, whereby it 


wa y appeares,that asitis the moſt cxcel- 


ent government in it ſelfe : ſo it is the moſt 


ſutable, moſt agrecable, & every way moſt 
proportionable to the Civill conſtitutions 
and temper of this State : and therefore we 


pray and hope will alwaics becontinued, & 


preſerved in it and by it, notwithſtanding 
the abuſes and corruptions, which in ſo 
long tra&tof time throughthe errors or ne- 
gligence of men,have crept into it, which 
abuſes and corruptions bceing all of them 
(what and how many ſocver they may be ) 
bur meerely accidentall to Epiſcopacy ; we 
conceiye and hope, there may be a Refor- 


mation of the one, wichout deſtruction of 


the other, which is the humble Suit of &c. 


THE 


A 
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CC XX VIS 


ONS: -- 
PETIITIION 
FOR THE PRELATES 
Briefly Examined, | 


EE whoſe zames are unger+ Pet. 
written, to ſhew there be 
mary and thoſl, 2 of  the'bet- 
WI ter ſort of the Inhabitants 
I. of this C:tze,otherwiſe and 
better minded, doe humbly 
repreſeit unto this Honou- 
rable Houſe , theſe Conſt- 
derations. 
How much better theſe Petitioners are than A»/. 
the former, let not their own judgements , but 
their work determine. Vee will not examine 
their mindes, what they think, but their conſide- 
rations, what they publiſh, which are : 22 
1. That Eprſcopacie is as ancient, us Chriſtianiiie Pets 
It ſelfe in this Kirpdome, | LE | 
This is a conſideration: to gzine time by, how 4/1: 


farre about muſt wee goe to {earch all antiquitie, 


before the firength of this conſideration can'tome 
B 2 to 


On me SACS : — —— 
- X 
. 


($) 

co an.iflue- . 'The moſt ſpeedy and beft way of de- 
terminingz 1s to goe to that which is moſt ancicut, 

the ccrt«1ne infallible rale. © 
2 Hiſtory tells us, that Chrifſtianitie came into 
Tye gland by S mon Zelotes,and Tof eph of Armathea, 
an Simozem who lived in the times of penning that Serip- 
fe. Nod ture, which muſt bethe rule of our Church go- 
1.2,ca4, Vernments putus notoff therefore with the rk 


ſeribit, roſe of your antiquitie, but give us the gold of divine 
pbim Arimg: trith 6 $3 4 oP | 
theenſema 7 y 

Phbilipps A- Oe | 
poffolo poſt diſperfonem ex Gallit: fi  Britanniam miſſim eſſe circa annum 
'Dom, 63. Eumg; toto vite ſue termpore in iis terris Boftrinam Chrifti tradidiſſes 


Balews ex Anglici quibuſdam Scriptoribus tuter quos et Gildam nominat, aſſeverats. 


Cent, x, Magdebtrg. l; 2,02 @ Cent. i, b. 1-6,19» p. G6 ryl 
' iy | "2 TH 4 4 


3 If whereſvever mention is made of Biſhops in 


the Hiſtory of Antiquitie,” you bring it to prove 

the lawtulneſſe of your Biſhops in controverſie, 

yYou-abuſe the Reader 3 for we ſay that Biſhopsiit- 

deedare ancient, but ſuch-Biſhops as'the Scrip- 

* tures ſpeake of, namely; Presbyters in ſeveral 

Nem, Hit, Congregations. St.Patrict in his time had four- 


Britt, ded in;1reland three hyndred faxty five::Churches, 


£4, .. and ordeined ſo many Biſhops.. Euſeb1rs tells us 
ufebiaal, 5, . ; , | ; 
C16, of one Sotzce,, Biſhop: of. the Village of Comaz- 
Theod.1.5.e.4, $14; Theodoret of Mares Biſhop of a ſmall towne 
Terems.T om,1,g Called Soltcha 3 Ferome of e<Aſclepias Biſhep of a 
. ©. ſmall towne in Lfr7ca, What antiquitie-relates 
concerning the government of Churches within 


themſelves, and how ſmaller Churches in vilkges 


came te be under the power of Paſters of greater 


Churches in Cities, 48.very obſervable, 'Thus we 


find 


— none NY 


(9) ; 


find it written. The policy of the Churches was j7 ane tan 


tal politia i, 
like that of members in one body, where all ſuffer Ecclepis fc 


tozetier, andare helpfull each to other : hence we membrorum it 
_y - = no C07P3TE 3 
have io many Epiſtles of Churches and Teachers i onzja un; 


writ to others, which - came neither from {ubjeCti- compzrimeur 


ig Hy . proſpiciunt as 
on or authoritie, but from love and deſire of edi-{,,þ11, 


fying 3 but becauſe the light of the Goſpell, ſet up ſit rr Epi- 


in ſoine one Citie, by little and little did inlighten #9 aliarun 


p X . Eccleſia 
the lefler Townes adjacent, therefore thoſe Chur- br ph 


ches did acknowledge and reverence that Citie, 4 /eripte que 


| ; L mn + nonex imperia © 
from whence the light of the Goſpell ſprung to 9,475, mh:0ed 
them, as their Mother 3 and did conſult with the quadem prop- 


Officers thereof in controverſies and things per- rbamur,ed 
taining to the Church 3 and ifany thing were not edfic 7di fa. 
well done, they did admoniſh and freely rebuke div. yum vs * 
one another , and friendly ſubject each to other, '2 x Evar- 


TRE : £elii innng a- 
Thoſe that exceld in gifts Lorded it not over 0- liqua civirate 


thers, but miniſtred unto them 3 but thoſe Chur- 4#cenſa > pau- 


| U 4 Vii 
ches where the Apoſtles and other eminent men Ar i 29ns- 


” 


taught, were of great eſteeme and -honored accor- dvla illuning- 


dingly. But this cuſtome afterwards grew to a }*> wo 
T, \ b h Nj C hs [| | ENe con, tut 
aw, as aPPeares Dy the IN1ICEeNe WOUNCHL, WACKC ecelefiis, wubi 


ſome Churches, with their Biſhops,are made ſi1b- eravr detfores 


ject by » | Law, and compeld ro obey {nme othe r _ pie: 


one Church and her Biſhop. And in this age, fautia infis- 
namely the ſecond Century, the Story ſayth, It 2** Jeminana 


L rodibant, 
cannot be ſheiwed by the teſtimony of any appro- _— ; —y 


ved Author,and that of ſo many Churches as were Chuhene ; 
planted by the Apoſtles, any one did arrogate fu- 54009%,? 

| | | | fre quafs ma- 
frew agnoſccbant, hes vero conſuetudo juxta wverbum Dei obſervata, hoc ſecu” 
is & (equenti in legen gbjib, ut is Niceno Goncilio,  c,Magdeburg. Cent, 1, c.7. 


+6 periority 


(10) 
petiority over others, by divine or Apoftolicall 
authoritie, neither did other Churches acknoiw- 
ledge,or honor any one of them as ſuperior, whoſe 
Bithop ſhould have power to appoint Ceremo- 
nies or make Decrees, to which all ſhould be } 
bound. 

4 The Conſtitution of Dioceſan Biſhops in Erg- 
land, was firſt in imitation of the Heathens, who 
had their Arch-Flamins, and Flamins, in ſtead 

+ whereof that the Chriſtians might gaine them- ts 
be earns. their Religion, the Seate of the Arch-Flamins of 
phie, where London, York, ard (befter, were changed into the 
mn aw * ſeasofthree Archbiſhops, and of the Flamins in- 

I to the ſeas of Biſhops 3 and one Pevotus Biſhop of 
r1ncheſter, had all the poſſeſſions of the Pagan- 

Flamins,cven twelve miles compaſſe round about 

the Citie conferd upon him and his Clergie, in 

which were conteined thirty-two Villages. 

| The Chriſtian world knew no Dioceſes made . 
up of many Pariſhes;till the yeare 267-as Polidore 

Virgil teſtifies 3 therefore Dioceſan Biſhops can- 

not be ſo ancient as Chriſtianitie in Erglazd. 

Suppoſe Biſhops were ſo ancient, as you pre- 
tend, yet they may be Antichriſtian, becauſe the 

Scripture tells us, that Antichriſt began to ivork 

inthe Apoſtles time. | 

Pet, 2. That Biſhops were the chiefe inſtruments in 
the reformation of the Church againſt Popery. 

Av/.1, That ſome good men ſhould not ſee the evill 
of Epiſcopacy in the darknefle of Popery,it is no © 
marvaile. I 

3 It their places were therefore good, becauſe the \ 

.-” an Id 


3 
Po'id dein. 
vert. 1,4 cg. 


6, 
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men were: inſtrumcats of reformation, then nov 
their places are naught, becauſe they are Inlets, 
and inttruments of ſo much corrupting Innova- 
tLON» 
| Moſt of the Biſhops then were the chiefe hin- 
derers of the reformation, witnefle Martin Bucer 3 
ina {peech of his to King Edward, Your Majeſtic 
(faith he) doth ſee, that this reſtoring againe the 
Kingdome of Chriſt,which we require,yea, which 
the Elration of us all requireth,may in no wiſe be 
expected to come oftheBiſhops,ſeeing there be ſo 
few among them which doe underſtand the power {{4)* Bier 
and proper offices of this Kingdome,and very ma- þ; 17x... r, 
ny of them by allmeanes ( which poſſibly they 
can and dare) either oppoſe themſelves again{t it, 
or defer and hinder it. 

Had not King Edrard, though young, ſet his # 
heart for Reformation more than the beſt of the 
* Biſhops, it had never proceeded fo farre as it did, 


O16 


Y 


when Cramer and Rydley preſſed him to permit 

his Siſter the Lady. Mary to have Maſle in her 

} houſe, the King having heard what they could 
ſay, replyed out of the Scriptures ſo fully, that 

rhey were inforced to give place to his replication, 

' and grant the ſame to be true. Then they after 
| long debating with his Majeſtie in this manner, 
laboured politiquely in another ſort, and alledged 
what dangers the denying thereof might bring to 

his Grace, what breach of amitie on the Empe- 

- rours part, what troubles, what unkindneſſes, and 

. - what occaſions ſundry wayes it would inforce 3 
fnto whom the King an{wered , willing thera to 
Br con- 
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(12) 
content themſelves, for he would, he faid, ſpend 
his life, and all he had, rather than to agree and 
grant to that hee knew. to be againſt the truth, 
The which when the Biſhops heard, notwithſtan- 
ding they urgcd him {till to grant, and would by 
no meanes have his nay. Then the good King 
ſeeing their importunate ſuite, in the end his ten- 
der heart buriting out into bitter weeping and 
ſobbing, he deſired them to be content 5 whereat 
the Biihops wept as faſt as he, and acknowledged, 
the good King had more Divinity in his lirtle fin- 
gcr, than they had in their bodies. 

2. Biſheps were moſt eminent Martyrs. 

Of many Biſhops there were ſome few Mar- 
tyrs, but what Biſhops were they ? Latemer ypon 
the comming forth of the ſfixe Articles in King 


Henry the eight his time, did freely and of his own 


accord , reſigne his Biſhoprick, and whenhe put 
off his Rochet, ſuddenly he skipped for joy, = 
ling his ſhoulders ſo light, being diſcharged (as he 
{aid)-of ſo heavie a burden, and gloried in the 
titleof a Gu0adam. Hooper was another, and hee 
made {upplicationto the King, defiring his High- 
nefle either to diſcharge him of the Biſhoprick,or 
elſe todiſpence with him of tuch ceremonial! or- 
ders, as were required of him. Alio concerning 
Ceremonies, he ſaith thus 3 Behold how fezrfull 
a thing it 1s, though the intent be never ſo good, 
even to adorne and beautife the Inititutions, De- 


crces, and Ordinances -of God, with any device of - 


man , without the :ppointment of God in his 
Word'; yeatt is go lefſe abominable 1n the fight 
of 


z1\8"'” 


'IY BO 


(1g) 


of God, 'then if amanſhould accuſe him of igno- 


ranceand foolifhneſſe, Speaking of the Supper Sem.s.ibid. 
of the Lord,he.faith;,The outward preparatiqn the I 


moreſimple.t is, the better tt is, and the nearer 


theInſtitution of Chriſt and his Apoſtles. If you 
have Bread, Wine, a Table, and a faire Table- 
cloth, beenot-ſollicitous and carefull for the reſt, 
ſeeing they are things brought in, not by Chriſt, 
butby Popes.-He alſo.{peaketh expreſſely againſt Serm,.upgu, 
kneeling at the Lords Supper, the Surpleſſe, with 79% 
all the MONUMENTS, tokens, and leavines of Pa- Serm.z. andfn 
piſtry, and that Excommunication ſhould not bee = _—_ of 
done by the Biſhops alone, but by, the Biſhop and Commayd. % 
all the Pariſh, TX EO avs 
Ridley alſo, when they put on his;Epiſcopall 4& & Mon. 
robes for his degradation, he vehemently inveigh- 
ed againſt that apparell, calling it fooliſh and abo- 
.minable, yea too tond for a vice ina play. =o 
Biſhop F4rrer was another Martyr, and he was 4% & aton. 
ſo ſtrongly ſet againſt their ſuperſtuious Ceremo- 
nies,that they made an article againſt him for refa- 
ſing ta weare 1{quare cap. | 
What Biſhops have you more that wereMartyrs, 
except Cranmer. and you {ce what manger of men 


_ theſe were, and by that little tafte of their non-con- 


formity, you may judge ey would have bcene as 
forward tothe work of Reformationas any other, 


had they lived in theſe times. 

- Tf fome Biſhops being Martyrs,argues the gaod- q 
neſſe of their place, then'other. Biſhops being per- 
ſecutors of the. Martyts, as Boxner and Gardaer.,ar- 

gues the Apts; 3 CA CIGIITA 

ET It 


(14) 
3 Tf you account ſo highly of the teſtimony of 
© © Martyrs , heare what that famous Martyr the 
AR.end Min. T ord Cobham in Henry, 5. his. time, faith, that 
56 7.99. the Pope is the great hed of Antichriſt,the Prieſts 
and Prelates and Monkes the body, and Friars the 


tayle. 

Pet. | fe And ſince werethe beſt Champions for the de- «I 
fenceof if _. 

Anſ.rt. The moſt famous Champions we have had in 


England for the truth, have beene ſuch as have ci- 
ther beene fully againſt Biſhops, or that have held 
| | Presbyters and Biſhops to be all one. 

$ yoedowol  Dodtor Barnes was condemaned for ſaying thus, 
Certwright ia I will never beleeve, nor can ever beleeve,that one 
— kivfecondRe. may bythe Law of God be Biſhop of two or three 
hiegie,p -26 Cities, yea of a whole Countrey; for that it is con- 

; trary tothe doctrine of S. Paul, who writing unto 

Titzs, commandeth that he ſhould ordaine a Bi- 

ſhop in every Towne. 

Maſter Tindallin his booke of the obedience of 
a-Chriſtian man, pag. 114. faith, As thou canft 
heale no diſeaſe, except thou begin at the root, ſo 
canſt thou preach againft no miſchiefe,except thou 
begin at the Biſhops. Moreover, in his defence of 
the Engliſh tranſlation, he ſaith, Theſe over-ſeers 
whieh now we call Biſhops, afterthe Greek word, 
were alwayes abiding in one place, to governe the 
Congregation there... _. 

Door Reyzolds, as great a Champion for the 
truth, as any of the Prelates, in his Letter to Sir 
Francs Knowles, requiring his reſolution, whe- 
ther the authority Bithops have amongſt , hoy 

: : 4 SZ | 
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Gods owne ordinance, attfivereth negatively, and 
proveth at large by Writers old and new, that the 
now Archbiſhop Do&or Bancroft was in an errour 
for preaching otherwiſe. . | 
 Dodtor Falke againſt the Rhemiſts upon Titze 
the 1.5. affirmeth, that albeit for order and ſeem- 
ly government, there was alwayes one principall, 
to whom by 1ong uſe of the Church the name Bi- 
ſhop wasapplycd;yet inthe Scripture a Biſhop and 
an Elder,is of one order and authority, 

Do&tor MW hittiker in his anſwer to Campian his 
tenreaſons, ſayes, that jure divine, a Presbyter and 
Biſhop are both one, and if Aer;zs were an heretike 
for ſaying ſo,/eroze certainly was a kin to theſame 
hereſie. 

Wee might produce many others, as Doctor 


| Humphry Holland, Beacon, Bale, Fox, Bradford,and 


others, which of neceſſity we torbeare, to prevent 
tedionſneſle. Onely one who himlſelfe was a Bi- 


ſhop, and one of the chiefe Champions againſt 


Papiſts, yet acknowledged Epiſcopacy not to be 
by divine right, for citing a place ont of Auſtin, 
affirming that the office of a Biſhop is above the 
office of a Prieſt, after the names of honour which 
the cuſtome of the Church hath now attained, 


ReſÞþ.ad Cath» 


10.,vg. 


hee addes himſelfe, but not by the authority of 1ve defence, 
the Scripture ; where alſo he conſents to that of ©##3«-3-di: 


Jerome , Let Biſhops underſtand , that they are 


above Prieſts, rather of cuſtome, than of any truth 
or right of Chriſts Inſtitution , and this he doth in 
oppoſition to Harding, pleading ſuperiority of 
Biſhops. | WE 

© C 2 5. Since 
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5, Since the Refer mation the trrvts hare beeme v#- 
yy peate:ble happy, and glorious, notwithſtanding E- 
piſcopall gonrrnment. | 

To whom have the times beene fo 7 Indeed Bi- 
ſhops and their Creatures have lived: ir pompe, 
but how many hundreds of faithfull: labotious 
Miniſters have been caſt out from all their meanes - 
of livelihood, themſclves and their families put to 
lamentable extremities? how many have been im- 
priſoned and brought to untimely ends there 2 
How many have beene driven out of their deare 
Countrey 2 What Cn and contempt hath 
beene caſt upon thoſe that remaine 7 no reformed 
Church in all the world can ſhew ſuch lamenta- 
ble miſeries, thar their Miniſters and people have 
beene put unto for their Confciences, and that in 
things of as low a nature, as in England can bee 
ſhewed. 

For that proſperity wee have had, no tharikes 
to Biſhops; for the lower Biſhops were,as in Queen 
Elizabeths time, the greater was our proſperity ; 
Bur fince the Biſhops grew to that height (they 
were lately in) our proſperity hath beene as much 
leffened , witneſle the lamentable complaints and 
out-cryes of the whole Kingdome againſt the 
miſeries cauſed by them , If rhe lower they were, 
the more proſperous we were, then if they were 
not at all, we may very well expe& more proſpe- 
rity than ever, 

This Argument of proſperity is the ſame that 
Heathens brought againſt Chriftians, otic Symima- 
ch16 againſt whom Prudentizs writ an Epiltle to 
r ME Theodoſing 


(17) 
Therdefins the Emperour, uſed this argument to. 
perſwade continuance in the old Religion of the 
Romances, becauſe their Common-wealth had 
beene moſt fully flouriſhing all the time they wor- 
ſhipped Tzpiter. Apollo, and their other gods. So 
likewiſe the Heathen perſecutors of Chriſtians u- tk. de Ecet. 
ſed to ſay, when any cvill befell them: Now are CCI" 
we not ſo fortunate as wee were wont to bee, be- 
cauſe we ſuffer the Chriſtians, and becauſe wee 
worſhippe not our gods with that zeale as fot- 
merly. 

6. We conceive that many learned and godly per- Pet. 
ſons would be much ſcandalized and trenbled in con- 
ſcience, if the government by Epiſcopacy were al- 
rered. 

| We confeſſe in things indifferent, that gover- A4nſ.r. 
nours in commanding, and all men in practiſing, 
ought to bee very carefull in giving offence ; the 
Scripture layes downe Rules for ordering us in 
things indifferent, which binde Governours aſwell 
as others. The Apoſtles had as much authority in 
the Church as ever any ſince, and yet they durſt 
not enjoyne a thing indifferent, which was offen- 
ſive, but counted it neceſſary to abſtain from that 
which was offenſive, though in its owne nature 
indifferent, as in the matter of eating blood, Ac. 
I 5. But in ſuch things wherein we are not ar all left 
to our liberty, the Rules of offence take no place ;, 
If any will bee offended for doing our duty , wee 
muſt not therefore forbeare. 

The keeping in of Biſhops in theſe times where- 2 
in God ſo clearly oppoſes them, will bee the grea- 

C 3 | teſt 
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teſt offence that ever was given to the people of. 

' England,and other reformed Churches, and aſpe-. : 
ciall hardning of our adverſaries, even the Papiſts: 
themſelves, who doe extreamly contend for E- 
piſcopacy to be jure divino, witneſſe that Rooke 
of Franciſcus a Santt1 Clara, called Apologia pro 

4 $ quis dixe- Epiſcopis and that Canon of the Councell of 
rit Epiſcopos ® Trent, If any man ſhall ſay, that Biſhops are not n 
os 24 above Presbyters, let him be Anathema. Andthat 
re Anathema YOu may {ce what a dangerous offence ir is, conſt- 
ft.cond.Tri- der what miſchievous inferences they make from 
OG: thence ; As that the Miniſters of all Reformed 
Pentificiiexi- Churches (where Epilcopacy is not) are no true : 
fiment, x. Miniſters, and their Miniſtery to be altogether in- 
x jure 4% Valid, and their Churches to be no true Churches ; 


vinoqu2at ps- \witneſſe that of Tanſenine, cited by Yoetine , Þ The 
ſem um PBiſhoppe onely may call and ordaine Elders, and 
0741014 Tim q R 2 


4.ridittows Whoſoever in caſe of neceſſity ſhall be ordained 
Juperex eſſe. by the Church and Presbyters, he is no Presby- 


Gevrer.de m1- 


wil Euleſs. CET, and his whole Miniſtery is invalid. Alfo that 
0.17 of the Papiſts, cited by Gerardws, who faith thus ; 
ops pang © The Papiſt laying this foundation, that Biſhops 
pus potefi v9- 


Fo ding. AC above Presbyters jure divino, doe inferre, that 
1e precbztere', Lnther had no power of ordaining Miniſters, be- 


& 1w"4#% cauſe he was no Biſhop, bur onely a Presbyter, 
ja Haty newſ- : 


Greus ab E and by conſequence, that there are no true Mini- 


lefia of tg ſters in our Churches. And no marvaile, if Pa- 
[ y'erto fuilt : 4 ; . 
ere /t Piſts ſay ſo abroad, when our late Archprelate in 
Pre bjter, | 

e&+ invalidum es ome «jus minifterium. Poet. Deſpurat. cauſ, Pap.l,2.ct.g9, c Und poryo 
inf runt Lutherum 10n babiſſe pottſtetem alios miniflyos ordinandi cum non ſuit Epiſco= 


pus, (ed 6untaxat prezbyter ex per conſequtns aullos bodie in Ecsleſiis noſtris eſſe verormi- 
niſtrcs, Gerard.de miniſtcris Eccleſiaſtico, 
open 


EE © 

open Court at home called Reverend Maſter Cal- 

vin Raſcall, and ſaid of thoſe Proteſtant Chur- 
ches, that they were no Churches, becauſe they 
had no Biſhops ; now what a ſcandall this is, let 

the world judge. | 

' 77. That Epiſcopacy is not onely lawful, but come. Pet. 
nient for Edification. 

What edification have we by Biſhops, unleſſe 47/-1. 
edification of Altars, Images, and Popery 2 but 
for edification of ſoules by the Word , who arc 
greater enemies thereunto than Biſhops 2 Preach- 
ing twice a day is ſufficient to puta conformable 
Miniſter into their black Bill, yea, to ſuſpend him 
from his Miniſtry. In Catechiſing they forbid any 
further expoſition than the giving the bare gram- 
maticall ſenſe of their forme. And for Prayer, 
whereinthe Apoſtle makes.it a chiefe work of the Ac. 
Miniſters of the Goſpell, to give themſelves to 

Prayer, as well as the Miniſtry of the Word, they 
will ſuffer no other than reading in a book,and ſay- 
ing over the fifty fift Canon. 

In other reformed Churches, where are no Bi- 2 
ſhops, in every Congregation there is a prea hing 
Miniſter, but for England, where is now a ſettled 
maintenance for the Miniſtery, and-as many able 
men. as inany other place; yer thete are divers 
thouſands of Congregations wichout a preaching 
Miniſtery, and. for one Sermon they preach them- 
felves, they hinder many hundreds. Ir is little 

ood 'that Prelates doe in this kinde. More of 
z0d and his Kingdome hath appeared in ſome 
que Congregation, where a Miniſter hath Þeene 
T WIORL 
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whom they have filenced or deprived, than in all 
the Biſhops. families in England ; could any god- 
ly Miniſter indure ſucha Pariſh as Lambeth is, if 
hee had ſuch power to reforme as the Arch-Pre- 
late had. 

When the Parkament hath examined what men 
thePrelates have put into places, it-will appeare 
what edification people have had by their means ; 
\hat places have beene more miſerably provided 
for in all the Kingdome, than thoſe that Prelates 
and Cathedralls have had the diſpoſing of. Nei- 
ther hath this beene thorough ſome particular per- 
{onall corruptions, but the whole Kingdome can 
witnefle, how generally this hath beene ever ſince 
the reformation, and if this bee your edification, 
wee belſcech the Lord in mercy to deliver us 
from it. 

8. Epiſcopacy ts ſutable and agreeable to the civill 
policy and government of the State. 

Whats by divine inſtitution, 1s agreeable to 
all States, and what is againſt it, cannot be agree- 
able to any Chriſtian government. 

Wee ſee by our neighbours how agrecable it 
bath beento civill government ; hath ir not endan- 

eredto bring all things into confuſion amongſt 
them © 

Wee aur {clves have had full experience, -how. 
the Prelates .and: that fa&tion have ſtopped; the 
courſe of Law, and lifred up themſelves above it. 
Prieſts in Pariſhes above the Magiſtrates, there, 
and Biſhops above the Nobles. "The government 
of our Kingdomc is by Parliamentary and Sac 

| | mo 
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mon Lay, but they ſceke to rule againſt either, as 
appeares by their Commiſſion , which they have 
got for the high Commiſſion, In the coppy where- 
of theſe are their wotds ; That you our ſaid Com- 
miſſoners, and every ot you , ſhall diligently and 
faithfully execute this our Commiſſion, and every 
part and branchrhereof , in manner and forme a- 
forefaid, and according to the rrue meaning there- 
of,notwithſ{tznding 3ny appellation, provocation, 
priviledge, or exempt1on,1n that behalte to be had, 
made, pretendcd or alledged by any perſon, or 
perſons, reſident or dwelling in any place , or pla- 
ces, exempt , or n2t exempt , within theſe our 
Realmes of Eng/and, and Ireland, and Dominion 
of ales, any our Lawes, Statutes, Proclmaitions, 
or other Grants, Pryviledges, or Ordinances , 
which be or may ſeeme contrary to the premiſles 
notwithſtanding. . 
King Philip the husband of Quzen Mary, thought . * 

it ſo inconſiſtent with Civyill government by the 
Nobility , that upou his dearh-bed calling his 
ſonne unto him, he gave him this counſell ; If Grimeſone, | 
you intend to rule by your Nobles . keepe your 
Biſhops low, and if you would rule by your Bi- 
ſhips, keepe your Nobles low. What diſturbance 
in Civill States this power of Prelates with Kings 
hath m2de , our Engliſh Records doe [ſufficiently 
teſtifie , which no true Engliſh ſpiritcan reade or 
relate without a jſadned ſpirit. Mathew Paris, in 
his Hiſtory tells us of the great power that Peter 
Biſhop of wincheſter, and pecer Rrvall, the Biſhnps 
Couſen , with other adhetents, had with K. H. 3. 

D | Great 


. 22) 

Great complaints were male, that 'bytheir cout» 
{ell the Kings heart was rurned from the love of 
his ſubje&s, and the hearts of them from him, and 
diſcord was ſown amongſt- them, andthat by the 
ſaid counſell of the forcſaid Biſhop-and his fel- 
lowes, King Ioþn the: Kings Father ; loſt firſt the 
hearts of his Barons, after that loſk Normandy, and *| 
afrer that other Lands-alſo ,-and in the end waſted 
all his treaſure, and the Kingdome- for a long time 
after had' no quiet. By tbe ſxzid counſell alſo, 
England that was the. Prince-of Provinces , be- 
came Tributzry. Moreover , through their wic- 
ked counſcll, ſaith the Story,at this preſence,great 
perturbation ſeemed to hang: over rhe Realme , 
for if it had notbeene for their counſel], and if that 
true juſtice and judgement might have beene ad- 
miniſtred unto. the Kings ſubjeAs', theſe tumults 
had never beene ſtirred , and the King might have 
had his Land unwaſted, and his treafurc unconſu- 
med, The ſaid Biſhop impiouſly tels the Nobtes , 
that the King right-well might call unto him what 
forreiners and ſtrangers he liſted , by whom he | 
might be able to bridle his- proud and rebellious 
{ubjects,and fo to keepe them in aw and good or-- 
der : Whercupon the Nobles: in great perturba- 
tion departed, promiſing amongtt themſelves- in 
this caſe, which touched the ſtate of the whole- 

| Realme, they would conſtantly joyne together, e- 
ven unto death: 

The great diviſions in the Common-Wealth, 
kth after Conflantines time , were made-by 
the Biſhops: whichthe Hiſtorians of choſe times 

doe plentitully teſtifie.. | This 


qa 


that they arc now as 
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This is: not. our. judgement alone', keare what 
Maſter Tindall ſaith in his booke of Chriſtian: o- 
bedience, Woe unto the Realmes where Biſhops 
are of the Kings Councell ; as profitable are they 
verily unto the Realmes with their Counſells., as 
wolves unto the ſheep, or the foxes unto the geeſe. 

In France the Reformed Churches not under Bi- 
ſhops, are as good and faithfull fubjeas unto their 
Prince, and ſo acknowledged by himſelfe , though 
of another Religion , as any hee hath. Hence it ap- 
peares, that that government which 15 not Prelati- 
call, may ffand with the peace and civill order of 
a State as well as it. , 

2, Thas this government i lawful  appeares by the 
immediate and :onflant prafice of all the Chriftian world 
grounded wpon Scripture from the. Apoſiles time to 
this laft age , for above fifteene hundreth yeares to- 


| 
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To that which they ſay,its grounded upon Scri- 
pture, wee ſhall ſpeak afterwards , but to ſay that 
fliis was the praQtice of all the Chriſtian world for 
fifteene huntred yeares , is 2 bold aſſertion. Wee 


finde in Hiſtory that the- Church of Scorland was 


. not governed 'by Biſhops till betweene foure or 


five hundred yeares after Chriſt , although it had 
flouriſhed in the Chrittian Religion two or three 
hundred yeares before. | 

Wee anſiver as before , its true indeed , that in 


- alltimes for fiſteene hundred yeares there were Bi- 


ſhops, but in this time of the Apoſiles and pre- 
ſently after , Biſhops were much different from 
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1. Then they were Parochiall not Dioceſan. 
2, Even in thoſe times when Epiſcopacy began 


_ to grow to ſome height , yet the cleCtion of B1- 


ſhops was by the whole Church, bur it is not ſo 
now: © ahetai 

'3. There was not that ſupcrioritie of them over 
other Miniſters as there 15 now. | 

4. They challenged not the power of Ordinati- 
on and Church cenſures to themſelves,as now they 
doe. 

Theſe foure wee undertake now to ſhew'you 
briefly , becauſe ere long you (hall have them dif- 
cuſled more largely upon anoti1er occ ifion. 

For the firſt; Bi{hops were Patochiall not Njo- 
ceſan z\ for there were ' Biſhops of Villazes and 
ſmall Townes , as 80z2men in his ſeventh booke 
teſtifies z and according to Euſebius, Churches 
wherein were Biſhops, were called Pariſhes, ib.3. 
44. lib. $5 .355b. 356, 6," © BEST 

Ignatius ſaith , Every Church ſhou!d have her 
Communion Table, and every Church her Bi- 
ihop. | -1 OT on 


AnJ4 Cyprian ſaith, The bounds of 2 Church were 
not greater than a Biſhop mig 


ght call rogether the 
whole multitude about the affay res Of tt. 


For the ſecoad ; Theſe Biſhops were choſen by 
by the whole Church. Ambrote faith, That is trul 


ny y 
and certainly a divine B'e&inn of a Biſhop,which 
1s made by the whole Church. 


Platina tells us , that Ludwicw the ſecond com- 
manded by his Letters, that the Romans ſhould 
chooſe their owne Biſhop, not looking for ſtran- 


gers 
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| (25) | 
gers to meddle in it, for it belonged tothe Citi- 
ZCns. | 
Ambroſe complaines to Nepotianw of the great 
diforder in the clergy , that they run' to Biſhops 
Suffragans , certaive times of the yeare,and bring- 
ing choſen of none ; And the Biſhop without any 
iawfull Election is choſen in private of the Ca- 
nons or Prebendaries onely , without the know- 
ledge of the people. | 
For the third : They had not ſuperioritie over 
other Miniſters, as they have now. 
The Helvetian Confefl.5. 12. hath theſe words, 
Equall power 1s given to all Miniſters of the 
Church : from the beginning: no one preferred 
himſelte before another , ſwing onely for order , 
ſome one did call them together , propounded the 
matters that were to be conſulted of, and gathered 
nm —————_ 
©, The honour of a Biſhop being taken from the 
reſt of the Minifters,and given to one was the fir(t 
ſtep to Papacy. 
Power of Ordination belonged likewiſe to Preſ- 
byters , for beſides the evidence of Scripture ; the 
\ third Canon of the Gounecell of Carthage ſayes ; 
The Biſhop giving the bleſſing , let all the Elders 
there preſent lay on their hands. 
That they had not the poiver of Church cen- 


An 


uſculys, 


ſures to themſelves, Cyprian ſaith, that the Presby- cyp.ep. 4. 


- ters and other Church Officers have a s well power 
to abſolve , as the Biſhop. And 1n another place , 
for as much as abſolutioa belongs unto all,Lalone 
dare not doe it. 

And 


Ep,r9, 


breſe « {4d 
Nepotianum, 
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' And Auguſtine, it helpeth much to Mao Fe par” 
ry.more aſhamed, that he be 'excommunicated by 
the whole Church. Eds 

terome , The Elders have intereſt in other cen- 
fares of the Church, and the Church it ſelfe in ex- 
communication. | 

Now if there be ſuch difference betweene our , |. 

Biſhops andthe tormer , why do you againe bring 
their antiquitic > your repetition leads us in our 
an ſer to come againe to the ſame thing, may 
not all ſee how egregiouſly you ſecke to deceive 
the Reader with great words, in pretending that - | | 
Dioceſan Biſhops were of ſo long ſtanding, be- | 
cauſe Biſhops were. Vee ſeeby this deceit, how 
dangerous it is to take words that are common to 
many things , and appropriate them to a particu» 
lar, if it once gaine the appropriation of a name 
or title, it will ſoone challenge the thing t ſelfe » 
and the keeping up the nave atter it hath, beeri a-. | 
buſed, will keepeup the thing it«delfe, and: there- | 
fore no marvaile though men contend” fo much ©} 
for keeping the name of Biſhops, We finde 1n the | 

notes of the Rhemiſts upon that place, x 77m, 6. 
v.20, They contend much for the keeping then 
old termes , !et us keep our forefathers words, fay 
they , and wee ſhall caſfily keep our old faith, let 
them ſay amendment, let us ſay penance , let them 
ſay the Lords Supper , let us fay the Maſſe, let 
them ſay the Communion Table, let us ſay the 
Altar, let them ſay Elders, Miniſters , let us ſay 
Prieſt , let them ſay Superintendent , let ns ſay |. 
Biſhop , &c, ;They and wee all have agg 4x 3: 
| what | 
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what power words and names have , the ſpirit oi 
theſe Rhemiſts have beene lately in many of our 
men, they began to alter the former language , 
but told you at firſt , they ,meant no hurt by re 
words and: names they upon things, and now 
in this controverſie about Epiſcopacy,their chiefe 
prevailing Argument , is the very word Biſhop , 
which we acknowledge to bea Scrffure word , 
but applied fo as they doe , to x certaine kind of 
ſuperior Officer in the Miniſtry of- their owne de- 
viſing , when Godeiwes it to all Miniſters of the 
Gofpell ; this we ſay harh much evill in it, and 
the retaining of it, in this ſenſe, is very dange- 
rous. 

Io. The mf learned Proteflants in thoſe Churches 
which now are not governed by Biſhops, doe not onely hold 
the government tobe lawfull , but wiſh that they them- 
ſelves may enjoy it, 

This is boldly ſaid, but we know the quite con-- 
trary to be true, both by their writings and by 
thoſe that have lived amongſt them. Gerard, in 
whom wee may ſee: the mind of the Reformed 
Churches, as much as in any, ſaith ; Wee doe not 
acknowledgeany inequality of juriſdiaion thar 
Biſhops have over Presbyters jure divino , ſeeing - 
the contrary may be gathered out of Scripturs, as 
from A#, 20, 17. 18. and divers other places by 
him cited. He alfo brings the teſtimony of le- 
rome, Ambroſe, Auſtin, Sedulius, Primaſyus wn © hryſo- 
flomus , Theodoret , Occumenius , and - Theophyla# , 
and anſwers the contrary Arguments of Bellay- 
mine. Chamierus alſo who fully. knew the mind of 


the 
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the reformed Churches , fairh thus : That- in the , 
firſt beginning of rhe Churches, there were no 
ſuch Biſhops as were. afterwards inſtituted , to 
wit, ſuch as ſuo jure were over the Clergy , ſuch 
ſaith he, were not inſtituted by Chriſt and his A- 
roltles, and becauſe thaf is beſt which is firſt , it 
were better for the Churches, it they were all e- , 
ſteemed to be of equall right and degree; and 
when that diſtin&t _ of the Biſhops from the 
Presbyters was firſt brought in , the Biſhops were 
not the Monarchs of the Church , nor had power 
over the Clergy,but onely ſome of the chicte were 
choſen to goe beforeothers in deliberation and 
compoling of matters. And leſt you ſhould thinke | 
the judgement 'of the the Divines o { the Reformed | 
Churches to be altred, take what Yoetivs Pro- 
teftor of Yerechr. hath formerly writ , and of late; {( 
ſaid What he hath writ, you may read in his lear- 
ned TraQtate de deſparatas caiſa Papatus z where a- - 
mongſt much againſt Epiſcopacy , he hath rheſe 
paſſages ; We = more than abundantly pro- 
ved, that pretended Epiſcopicy 1s not jure drvino, 
Agaie , either we are heriticks in this point; 
or the Fathers and Doors are heriticks with us, 
And that you might not flatter your ſelves in con- 
ceiting, that the reformed Churches with for your 
government, he faith , we who” have not that 
order of og , ſtznd not in need of them from 
the Fagliſh. And for his ſpeech; when Biſhop Heſs 
book in defence of Epiſcopacy came fort!,he ſaid 
; What will this poore fellow doe ? he hath of late 
read many Leftures agyvinſt the | ſuperiority and + 
Juritaiction of the Biſhops. 11, Againe, 
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11. Againe , the geverymenef Epiſcopary, &cv #** 
 Her« you repeat the argyment of Anrtiquirie Anſ. 
againe, and cry up your great Dzaxa , but concer- 
ning the Epiſcopacy of the Primitive times, we 
bave ſaid enoygh before. The bringing this over 
againe, with ſo faire a gloſle, is but to deceive the 
World. | | 
12. That the government of the Church by Epiſco= Pe; 
pacy , is moſt ſmieable to the frame of the ('ruill go- ; 
wernment in this Kingdome , appeares by the bappis 
nd floariſbing uti of them bogh for ſo long a time 
together. | 
i -'* PRO what perſecutions and diftrattions /- 18 
there have beene in both Kingdoms,by meanes of 
them, neicher we nor the other Kingdome have 
cauſe to boaſt much of flouriſhing happineſſe. 
W har good hath been by the union of the King- 
domes, cannot be attributed to the Prelates;bur 
what cyil-bath come bythe diſunion, hath been 
apparantly by them. | 
13.No man cangivue us aſſurance, how any Church go« Pet, 
vernment beſides this will ſute well with thecruil po» 
licy of this State. | | t 
_ 'Whatſoever we deſire in this kind, isno other 4% 1+ 
then according to the Word, and wee and you 
may aſſure mas; 3 wk » that ſo long as wee walke 
according to that rule, peace ſhall be upon us,and 
upon the Iſrael af God, 


= * 


This is an argument, Pagans haveuſedagainſt 2 
the Chriſtians, we have warlhiped our Gods al! Vid. Whitg- 
this while,and if we bring in any new way of wor- &<* Eccleſ. 
ſhip, we know nor Fherrhe ifſue will be, abs abs 

es Fea Wee 
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2 Wee are already ſare that Epiſcopal govern- 4 
meat hath been a wofull crouble and diſtarbance 
to ours and other States, as hathbeen ſhewed be- 


fore. | 
Pat. 14.We conceive it may be of danger om conſequence, 
for men of ſetled fortunes to hazard their eſtates, &c. 
Hnſ. This ſeems to be a threatning clauſe, as if ſome 


miſchievous thing were intended by the Epiſco- 
pall party, ſuteable co the expreſſion of one who 
labouring to promote the petition urged it with 
this argument, that there would be no living for 
men in England, unlefſe they would fubſcribe 
to it, 

Pets. 15. Thoſe who would have Epiſcopacy abolifhed, have 
not yet agreed, 307 as we are perſwaded, ever can or | 
will agree upon any other common forme of Govern= 
ment. | 

Av t.. If Epiſcopacy were gone,the agreement would Q 

be cafie z as we ſee in Scotland, while Epiſcopacy 

was amongſt them, there was no ſmall diſagree- 

mentc,, but fince the removall thereof , they are 

of one heartand mind. 3 

There is no. government in any Reformed 

Church, from which there are ſo many rents, un- 

der which there are ſo many diviſions, as that go- 

Mas apa of Epiſcopacy which we have in Eng- | 

and. 

; Many men are afraid to diſcover themſelves 

3 freely, for feare if Epiſcopacy hold, it will be 

hereafter revenged- upon them, having had ſo 
much experience of the cruelty of men. in that . 
place; whereas if it were downe, they would be 

| ' MOTCC a 
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more free to ſhew their opinions, and to cleſe 
with their brerhren in the truth. 

Reformed Churches in all places doe agree, 
and why ſhould not we thinke there would be 
agreement amongſt us , if Epiſcopacy were re- 
moved? 

They who ſceme moſt ro differ, yet they differ 
not one from another ſo much as they all differ 
from Epiſcopacy. They profeſle one to another, 
that they can walke as brethren together in cn- 


- Joying communion one with another in peace and 


love, 


You ſeeme to rejoyce in the ſuppoſall of diſ- 
ſenſions berween others, thinking therby to gaine 
time , butthat you may ſee, there is not ſo vaſt a 
difference amongſt us as. you thinkin theſe things 
weeareall agreed. 

Church diſcipline is to be learned from the 
plaine and perfe& Word of God, andin ſuch par- 
riculars as are common tothe Church with other 
Societies,is to be direded by the light of nature, 
the Church obſerving alwayes the generall rules 
of the Word. 

A particular Church conſiſteth of ſuch as in the 
uſe of the ordinances of Chriſt, doe joyne toge- 
ther in one body and ſociety to walke in all the 
wayes of Chriſt; neither are there any other 
members of a particular Church but ſuch asin 
profefſion.are beleevers and Saints, 

The Church may have no office nor office- 
bearers , but ſuch as are by divine appointment, 


whichare Elders or Deacons, or more particular- 


E 2 ly, 
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ly, Paſtors; Teachers, Elders, and Deacons, by 


which Chriſt bath provided for all the neceſfiies. 


of the Charch. 


Although the civill and Feclefiaſtica}l govern 
menr be different kinds of governments; yet it is 


a principall part of the civill Magiſtrate, who is 
keeper of both Tables , to have a care of the 
Church , aid ro exertiſe his authoricie for the 


preſerving of Religion, and for the peace and 
lafety of thE Chirrch : and where the Magiſtrate 
doth his duty, it 13 a ſpeciall blefing of God, and 


he is to be obeyed in all things lawfall. 


Each particular Church hath her owne power 


and authoritie , andthe uſe and benefit of all che 


Ordinances of Chriſt; neither is there any thing. 
ro be done withoat the exprefle or tacite con- 
ſent of the Congregation , in matters which- 


are proper and pecaliati to a patticular Church, 


whether in elegion or ordination of Miniſters, . 


or in admitting or excommunicating of mer» 
bers. 


members of each Church , whether Miniſters or 
people, and forthe right governing and well-be. 
ing of the particular Churches in a Nation pro- 


feffing Chriſtian Religion; that beſides rheir par- 
ticular affemblyes and Elderfhips, they conveene- 


by their Commiſſioners , Miniſters, and Elders 


in greater Aſſemblies, that marrters that concerne 


all rhe Charches wichin their bounds reſpeRive, 


may with common advice and conſent be agreed 


upon for theirgood and edification, 
| 16, Ut 


Ir is in tiny reſpeRs expedient borh forthe Y 
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16. 7t #5 juſt and reaſonable, that whoſdover Would 
introduce 4 new forme, ſhould be obliged to demonſtrate 
aforchand, that the yevernmeut he would1mroduce, be 
muth better 1Þan the other , and abl: to recompence the 
loſſe tbereof. | 

There can be no lofle ofan evill, and therefore 
you need not call for a recompence Either before 
or after, ſeeing Prelacy is an evill, as wee have 
proved,andſhall prove, ir is neicher ro be recom- 
penſed,nor moderated,nor reſerved, but preſent- 
ly and wholly to be taken away , what ever the 
conſequence may be. The preſence of an errour 
hinders men from ſeeing rhe truth; if che govern- 


ment be for the preſent hurtfull,and the exerciſe 


miſchievous ro others; we need not, we ought 


nottofpare it till we know what ſhall come in the 


FOOMEe, .64 | 
- And further we all ſee a platforme before ns 

amongſt our brethren in the reformed Churches, 
which we conceive would give fatisfaQion inthe 
maine, being according to the former {1x Propo- 
firions, and whar alteration is tobe made in fuch 
things wherein one reformed Charch differs from 
another,the ſame may be effeted with more peace 
than the Epiicopacy can be continued, 

17. Wee may ſtill enjoy that government, which 
0ſt probably holds its inſtutution from the Apoſtles. 

Wee are glad you (aſ»e& your cauſe fo farre, 
having no other than a ſandy foundation of pro- 
babilicy; whar an evill is ir thatſo many thou- 
ſands haveſuffered ſuch ſore things, inſoules and 
bodies, in eſtates, liberties and names ,. for meere 
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probabilities , we blefſe God we. have moreto Y 
{ay for our cauſe againſt Epiſcopacy than proba- | 
bles,and our reaſons from Scripture are theſe, | 
The whole charge of all the affaires.of the | 
Church of Epheſas was left tothe Elders, As 20, 
where Saint Pau/tells chem, thar the holy Ghoſt 
had made them Overſeers over that flock which 
they were T«udivuy, and the word ſignifies in the 
judgement of all,both ro fced and to rule. | 
2 W hatſoever you make to belong to Epiſcopa- 
cygas Epiſcopacy, is either matrer of juriſdition, 
or ordination. Juriſdiction doth not belong to the 
Biſhop, for our Saviour Chriſt ſaith , Goe zell che 
Church , which Church to interpret of one man, 
15 againſt that place, becauſe he ſaith, wha:ſoever 
yee bande, againſt che courle of Scripeure, becauſe 
one man is never cald a Church, and againſtcom- 
mon ſenſe, becauſe the word Church, there ſig- 
nifies an aſſembly. And for Ordination, the A- 
poſtle faith unro Tzmorthy, The gift that zr zn thee, 
which was gzven thee by Prophecy , with the laying on 
of the hands of the Presbyterze, 1 Tim. 4.14. there- 

fore Ordinarion alſo belongs unro the Elders. 
. Wee fhnde no rules, nor inſtructions in Scrip- 
cure for the ordering of Biſhops, as diſtinguiſhed 
from other Elders, Paſtors, and Teachers, and 
therefore we cannor beleeve, thar there is any 
ſuch diſtin& office : Fndzcent nobis loca , as Foetius 
Yetia cavſ. ſpeakes , ler them ſhew us thole places of Scrip- 
deſperet.P4). ture, where is that peculiar Miniſtery, and where 
+ [.14* arechoſe peciall inftrutions which belong to the 

Biſhops alone,and not unto other Paſtors ? 


We bo 
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We finde inthe judgement of the Holy Ghoſt, 

that a Biſhop and Elder are all one, as appeares 

eAAs 20, by comparing-the venrernch verſe 

with the twenty eight, thoſe that are called El- 

ders in the ſeventeenth, are called Biſhops in the 

twenty eight; which the Engliſh tranſlates Over- 

feers, andonely here, * So Tzu 1.5. compared * Ex,bo lees 

withthe 7. where thoſe who are ſaid to be Elders apa , 

in the fift verſe, are each of them called a Biſhop zpiſcopes 95 T 

in the ſeventh; otherwiſe there ſhould be no force «45m, & 

in the Particle, For. This is the arguing of the ——— 

Apoſtle, ordaine Elders, verſ. 5. if any be blame- intexts Apefo- 


| lefſe, verſ.. 6, for a Biſhop muſt be blamelefſe, { comexio, 
verl. 7. quam tamen par- 
y ficula &1TL0Ave 
Yun y *p diſerteponit, que enim cuydgua, ber foret ? Fil conſtituendi ſunt Presbyteri 
qui ſunt ſine crimine , nn'u1 uxors viri, quia Ppiſcopum, cujus officium , poteſtas, juriſdiftio 
& gradus differt a Presbytero, aportet eſſe ſme grimine , wnicss ux0ri4 viram, Gerard. de 
' miniſterio Ecclefiaſtics. | 


One Biſhop now hath Juriſdi&tion over diverſe x5; 
Countries and hundreds of Churches, bar in the 

Apoſtles times , there were diverſe —_ in 
every City, Tzu 1.5, Elders in every Gity ; 
who (as we have proved' before) are the ſame 
with Biſhops , Phil. 1.1. Biſhops and. Deacons 
at Philipps; Ir's certaine in theſe places they were 
pot all Chriftians, itis moſt likely, very few of. 
them, and yet thoſe few had divers Biſhops ſer 
overthem; other kind of Biſhops then theſ the 
Scripture knowsnot, Yetintheſe times the El- 
ders had extraordinary Gifts, as appeares 7ames 
the fift, wherethe Apoſtle ſers down a rule for 
all Churches. in thoſe times, that when any was 
{ick, 
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ſick, the Elders ſhould anoint him with oyle, 
and ſo he ſhonld recover; ifthen Elders had then 
miraculous gifts, and yetthere were divers ap- 
pointed for every Citie , then it cannot be con- 


ceived, that now when Elders have no ſuch extra- 


ordinary gifts,yert that one ſhould beſet over ma- 
ny Countics,it may be, thouiands of Congrega- 
tions. | 

The Scripture acknowledgeth no ſaperioritic 
or inferiority berween Officers of the ſame kinde. 
One Apoſtle was not over another,nor one Evan- 
geliſt over another , nor one Prophet over ano- 
ther (indeed the Scripture ſaith, the ſpirirs of the 
Prophets are ſubje& to the Prophets, bur this 


ſabje&ion was mntuall , one not- having more 


power over another, than that other had over 
him) neither is one Deacon over another; and 
what coulor of reaſon canbe given, that one Pa- 
ftour or Teacher ſhould have power over ano- 
ther? 

There is no mention in Scripture of any under 
an Apoſtle or Evangeliſt , that did performe any 
work of office in any place but in his owne par- 
ticular Church; the Apoſtles and Evangelifts, 
which are made diftin& officers in the 4th of che 
Epheſians , had their Commiſſion generall for all 
places without any limiration ; but in this laticade 
of their Commiſſion , they have no ſuccefſours, 
There :was no place where Apoſtles or Evange- 
liſts came, bur they had the ſame power, which 
we iuppoſe none of our Biſhops dare arrogate to 
themſclves. Ifcherefore they ſucceed-not Apo- 

| {tles 


ftles and Evandeliſts'fi thelargeneſle of their 
— Commiſſion, -then their: ſucceffion muſt be of 
thoſe Paſtors and Teachers,whom we' finds. the 
holy Ghoſt hath ſer- over particulan Congrgoat?- 
ons. (EG NON 295] al welds 
| A Tf Church-Officersbe'not limited to fevenall $ 
| Congregations ," then:there isn& limitation by 
| any divine inſtitution, and ifsfo, then a Paſtor 
.- ma have many, | 4;:all Chux ches utthe Or ld 
und thina; and fo tlie: Popedomemult-begran- 
red at moſt-inconvenient; and not againſt atvy di- 
vitie inſtitution. Ifr ſhould be faid;that though 
| one can overſee! divers, :;yet it: followes not that 
he can'overſee all. Weanflwersthat no man can 
ovetſce divers, but by ſubſtitntes , [and by ſublti- 
rutes he may overfee all;and-ſothe difference jvill 
| be onely in the inconvenience;. and rot in the 
unlawfulneſſe,which is inthe nature of the thing. 
Yow have here our Arguments,.. and. it they 6 
weighed without- prejudice, ſurely. you . your 
ſelves will judge them to be more than probabi- 
liries. We have notanſwered to every. paſſage 
/ of this Petition 3 for we frnd many. tautologics. 
Onely one-paſhge there is more, which we can- 
not. paſſe by, to which we anſiver- brictly-, . and: 
then we have done. | 
18. Tou ſay, that this government ty Biſhups, < h 
hath continued many Ages without any alteration. | 


' Ifanyalteration be made unto the better, hat «-ſ, 24 . 
ow cauſe hath any to complaine? Nl pudor elt ad 
F meliora 
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wel:orat ranſere, Ainbrif. Epiffagiodd Valeat Its 


no ſhameto change-forthe better. . Fre 
If this government hathibtenewithont- any 
altergtion,« chem.it is: the lame every:way that ir 
was before the Reformation, and if fo, then it 
15-the very fame which Anvichcilt had 'teramed 
many hundreds:of. yeatres.:> Now we will leave 
it to the conſideration of .any indiflcrent man, 
whither he can*thinke in his confGience, that ,1 
15 anyway: probable 3 that: Antichriſt ſhould 
retaine the'government of :(brift iſo long in 
the ſimplicity-and purity of it. 1s.it not the 
great deſigne of Antichri:, to liftup himſelfe 
above Chrrſb..and  his:propte > - And. by what 
meanes coutd he more ':readily effec this, thay 
by corruptirig «the govertiment-;?. Had -he not 
power to doe ir, ſeeing tor many yeargs he 
did whar he lifted inthe Gh»rgh 2. AlldoGrines 
that flood m'his way, che hath .corrupted,. and 
can it be thought:, that :he:fhould'leave,govern- 
ment 'intire, according to anftitutiony which was 
moſt oppoſite to his deſigne ? Pride and Arro- 
gancy cauſe men, :above all things, ;to fecke tg 
bting government under their ownewills. And 
who ever ſince -rhe beginning. of the Varlg 
ſweld with more pride and arrogancy than . An- 
tichrift hathdone , which :appeares by his in- 
terditing of Kingdomes, :2nd :bringing. Princes, 
under his feet ? But now we hope GOD will 
ſtirre- upthe ſpirits of the Ptinces ofthe Earth, 
to caſt off, with-indignation, that baſe bonaagy 
| . on 
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1oniſhtyrannys the have-ſo long'bcen 
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